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moments, we were in for an ugly row. Mud and
stones were showered on us freely, and ono gaunt,
leprous-looking individual, half naked, ran up ou
his crutches and seized my donkey's bridle. Seeing
from the indifferent and half-amusod expression of
the bystanders' faces that wo should got no help from
tJiem, I thought discretion the bettor part of valour,
and scattered a handful of cawh among our persecu-
tors, which had the effect of slowly disporting them.
This contretemps, trivial as it was, shewed the
danger of ever for a moment annoying the people
in the country we were about to travel through.
Though good-tempered and hospitable, the Northern
Chinaman has but a very poor idea of a European,
English or otherwise. Indeed, 1 doubt if the
majority of the peasantry had ever heard of
England.

The approach to Pekin from Tungcliow is any-
thing but imposing, and we wore rather disappointed
at our first sight of the celestial city. The country
for a mile or so before reaching the gates is so
densely wooded that we did not know we had reached
the capital till we found ourselves actually under its
m&ssive crenellated walls. The latter are sur-
mounted by lofty square towers which, with their
bright apple-green porcelain roofs and gaudy facades
'. relieve to a certain extent the barren appearanco of
the sandy waste that surrounds Pekin. Not a reef
or tower of the city is visible from here, nothing but
the high rugged walls which, notwithstanding their
groat age; are in ,good repair. There was nothing
the :hoarsey; subdued murmur that hangs over
y,; great town to tell one* that beyond the